
 

 

Field Day  
 
 

April 28-29, 2011 
 
 

Duda’s Cocoa Ranch 
10002 North Wickham Road 

Viera, Florida 
 
 
 

Educational Seminars 
 

Heritage Isle Club  
6800 Legacy Boulevard, Viera (Melbourne), Florida   

Telephone:  (321) 576-0264 
 
 

Reception & Dinner 
 

Duran Golf Club 
7032 Stadium Parkway, Viera, Florida  32940 

Telephone:  (321) 504-7776 
http://durangolf.com 

 
 
 
 

Florida Sod Growers Cooperative 
P. O. Box 217    LaBelle, Florida  33975 
Telephone / Fax:  (863) 675-2144  

 

Email:  flsodgrowers@aol.com 
www.floridasodgrowers.com 

The Florida Sod  
Growers Cooperative’s 

 

Important Dates 
 
 
 

Wednesday, April 6: 
 

Last day for guaranteed group hotel rates 
(reservations made after this date are subject to availabil-
ity; group rate not guaranteed) 
 
 

Wednesday, April 20:  
   

Sponsorship pledges must be received to be  
included on event signage 
 

Friday, April 22: 
   

Last day to pre-register (registrations will be  
accepted on site, but lunch cannot be guaranteed) 
 
 

 

Hotel Information 
 
Hampton Inn, Melbourne/Viera 
130 Sheriff Drive (just off Wickham Road) 
Viera, Florida 32940 
Telephone:  (321) 255-6868 
www.melbourneviera.hamptoninn.com 

When making your reservation, ask for the Florida Sod 
Growers group rate ($99 per night / standard room, plus 
applicable tax and fees). 
 
Holiday Inn Conference Center, Melbourne/Viera 
8298 N Wickham Road 
Viera, Florida 32940 
Telephone:  (321) 255-0077  
The Holiday Inn is also offering a group rate for FSGC 
members (rooms are limited); ask for the Florida Sod 
Growers rate when you call. 



Seminars      Thursday, April 28th        The Heritage Club, Viera        1:00 - 5:00 PM   
 

Join us for an  
afternoon of  
educational and 
business topics  
specifically for sod  
producers and other 
turfgrass professionals. 
($25 per participant;  
registration required. 
CEUs applied for.)    
 
 

 

1:00 PM   How to Get Paid! 
 Eduardo F. Morrell 
 Morrell, Watson & Southwell, PA, Lakeland 
 

In today’s economic climate, the last thing a business needs is to 
spend time chasing bad accounts that clog cash flow and wreak 
havoc on balance sheets.  Attorney Ed Morrell shares common 
sense strategies for avoiding bad accounts, what you can - and 
can’t - legally do to facilitate collection, how Florida’s lien law  
can help you get paid, and advice on working with collection  
agencies. 
 
2:00 PM    Cold Weather Turf Care 
 Dr. Bryan Unruh, Turfgrass Extension Specialist 
 UF / IFAS West Florida Research & Education  
 Center, Milton 
 

Unseasonably cold temperatures like those experienced in  
Florida over the past two years can take a toll on warm season 
turfgrasses.  Dr. Unruh recaps research on cold weather turf care  
 

 

and shares tips on preparing for the cold and successfully  
managing recovery. 
 
3:00 PM  Assessing Turfgrass Knowledge and  
 Constituent Attitudes from Extension  
  Professionals and Master Gardeners 
 Dr. Tracy Irani, Professor / Development Director 
 UF/IFAS Dept of Ag Education & Communication 
 

As part of our ongoing educational outreach and industry  
planning, the FSGC has partnered with the UF/IFAS Center for 
Public Issues Education to conduct a survey of UF/IFAS  
extension agents, master gardeners and others extension  
professionals who serve on the “front lines” in educating  
homeowners and the public about lawns and turfgrass.  Learn 
more about their opinions and knowledge about turfgrass, what 
they’re hearing in the field, and what advice they would offer for 
our industry for the future. 
 
4:00 PM  Sod Disease Overview & Update 
 Dr. Phil Harmon, Associate Professor, Plant Pathology 
 University of Florida/IFAS, Gainesville 
 

Cold winter temperatures followed by a last spring’s warm, wet 
weather contributed to a more active than usual disease season 
for many Florida producers.   Dr. Harmon will provide an overview 
of the most common diseases of turfgrass sod in Florida, fungi-
cide options available for managing these diseases, and a dis-
cussion of his research over the past years on take-all root rot 
and management at the time of sod installation. 

  

     Join us on Thursday evening for our popular Field Day Reception & Dinner, a casual event combining food and fun with an 
opportunity to network with other industry professionals or simply catch up with old friends. Set this year at the beautiful Duran 
Golf Club in Viera.  (Reservations are required; $30 per person)   

Join us for the 
Florida Sod Growers Cooperative’s 

Field Day 2011 

Reception & Dinner       Thursday, April 28th      Duran Golf Club, Viera      6:30-9:00 PM   



SCHEDULE 
 
 
 

Thursday, April 28 
 

 8:00 AM Equipment Vendor Move In Begins 
  Duda’s Cocoa Ranch, Viera 
1:00-5:00 PM Sod Educational Seminars 
  Heritage Isle Club, Viera 
6:30-9:00 PM Reception / Buffet Dinner 
  Duran Golf Club, Viera 
 
 
 

Friday, April 29 (all activities at Duda) 
   

        7:30 AM Tabletop Vendor Move In 
        8:30 AM Registration - Trade Show Open 
        9:30 AM Equipment Demonstrations Begin 
      12:00 PM Lunch, Program, Raffle 
        1:30 PM Trade Show - Demos Continue  
        3:00 PM Field Day Closes / Move Out 

Invest in your business and 
your industry - and have fun 
doing it! 
 

     The FSGC Field Day is the state’s only 
trade show to feature equipment, goods and 
services geared specifically to the needs of sod 
producers and those who work in the industry.  
This day-long event features static vendor   
displays as well as demonstrations of larger 
equipment.  You’ll also have the chance to 
“pick your own prize” in our popular bucket  
raffle!  Admission includes continental breakfast 

and lunch on site, prepared and  
provided this year by lunch sponsor 
Everglades Farm Equipment.    
($35 members; $40 non-members.)     
 
 
 
 
 

About Duda: DUDA is owned by descendants of Andrew Duda, who emigrated 
from Slovakia to America in 1909 to pursue the American dream. Duda and his 
three sons, John, Andrew, Jr., and Ferdinand, founded the company in 1926 as 
A. Duda & Sons. The company was formally incorporated in 1953 and remains 
headquartered in Oviedo, Florida, with operations throughout the United States. 
The company has since grown and evolved from its beginnings as a fresh  
vegetable grower and shipper to a diversified land company with a variety of 
agriculture and real estate operations.  We extend our sincere thanks to DUDA 
for hosting our 2011 Field Day! 

Platinum Field Day  
Sponsor:  $1,000 
Platinum sponsorships include your 
choice of a booth or equipment  
demonstration space; recognition on 
signage at the event and in the FSGC 
quarterly newsletter; admission to 
Field Day with lunch for four company 
representatives; and a full page  
advertising space in Florida Lawn, the 
association’s quarterly newsletter. 
 
 
 

Gold Field Day Sponsor: $500 
Gold sponsors receive recognition on signage at the event and 
in the FSGC quarterly newsletter; admission to Field Day and 
lunch for three company representatives; and a half page  
advertising space in Florida Lawn, the association’s quarterly 
newsletter. 
 
 

 

Silver Field Day Sponsor: $250 
Silver sponsors receive recognition on signage 
at the event plus admission to Field Day and 
lunch for two company representatives. 
 
 
 

Bronze Field Day Sponsor: $100 
Bronze sponsors receive recognition on  
signage at the event and in the FSGC  
quarterly newsletter, plus admission to Field 
Day and lunch for one company representa-
tive. 
 
 

 

Raffle Prize or Auction Item Sponsors:  Add to  
the fun of Field Day by donating a raffle prize or auction item!   
Cash donations will be used to purchase prizes on the sponsor’s 
behalf.  Minimum suggested donation: $25. 
 
 

Field Day       Friday, April 29th        Duda’s Cocoa Ranch, Viera        8:30 AM - 3:00 PM   

Sponsorships        Support the association and increase exposure for your company!  

Field Day Sponsorships are a great way to contribute to the efforts of the association on behalf of the sod industry.   
All sponsors are recognized on signage at the event and in the FSGC quarterly newsletter.  Additional benefits are available  
according to sponsorship level. 


